


What we will be talking about…. 

Backs to the board
Pictionary
Countdown
Taboo

• Short, quick activities
• Little or no prep 
• Communicative
• Adaptable

…and what we won’t 
be.



Backward Questions 
• I’ll ask a question – but 

backwards.
• E.g.: You are who?
• You give me the answer 

also backwards.
• XXXXX am I 

• Clothes your washes 
what?

• Machine washing

Prompts
Ø Your full name?
Ø You from?
Ø Where/you work?
Ø Your family?
Ø Your hobbies?
Ø Tea or Coffee?
Ø Favourite…?

No 1 word answers!!



Words of Wonder 
• Copy the grid on the 

board onto your MB.
• Work together 
• Fill in the crossword with 

the GIVEN letters.
• When finished, come 

show me. 

A, E, L, P, P 

Phone App –
Word of 
Wonders
OR
Crossword 
maker 
https://crosswor
dlabs.com/ 
(clues are the 
letters)
Chat GPT.

https://crosswordlabs.com/
https://crosswordlabs.com/






Wrangling 
• Choose a dialogue 

consisting of two short 
sentences expressing 
disagreement.

• In pairs say the dialogue as 
an argument. 

• You are only allowed to use 
the words in the text but 
vary the stress, gesture 
and tone to try to  convince 
each other!

‘I’m sure it’s going to rain.’
‘Of course it isn’t.’

‘The answer is no.’
‘But why? It’s not fair.’

‘I don’t want to hear any excuses.  You’re 
fired!’
‘But I can explain.  Please let me explain!’

Variation – Allow for improvisation and 
development into a role play.  
Taken from Five-Minute Activities by Penny Ur.



EXAMPLE: I come from a small village in the northern part 
of the

country. I lived there until I went to university in Warsaw.

Question:
Would you like to live in your hometown again?
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HOMETOWN

You are going to receive different topics to talk about for 30 sec.
Other students from the group will ask you some follow-up 
questions. 
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Click a number to uncover a topic to talk about.

1 2 3 4 5 6

87

13 15

9 10 11 12

14 16 17 18



Don’t say yes or no 
• In small groups
• One person answers 

questions (cannot say 
yes/no)

• The others ask questions  
• One minute time limit or 

change when the person 
says yes/no. 

Taken from Five-Minute Activities by Penny Ur.



Six word question. 
• In small groups. One 

person as the guesser, the 
rest will ask the question.

• Make the guesser say your 
word by asking a question.

• Each question must be 
exactly 6 words.

• Each teammate says two 
words each (no conferring).

• Complicated? - Lets see an 
example.

Idea taken from Taskmaster.



Writing Storm 

Taken from Five minute activities by Penny Ur.

• Take a pen and a piece of paper 
each.

• Work individually
• You have 2 minutes
• Write about:

• The best thing in this 
session today.

• Mingle and share
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