
Using real literature in 
the classroom 

Ceilidh Leisure





Who I am and what am I doing?  

Ceilidh Leisure

MA Children’s Literature & BA Hons in Primary Education 

13 years teaching experience 

Leisurely Literature 

Research backed - https://ourfp.org/ 

https://ourfp.org/


Plan for the session  

1) Choosing books
2) 3 books I have chosen- one starters, one movers, one flyers - and activities 

which are a great place to start. 
3) Time in teams to look through books and come up with activities. 
4) Feedback to the group. 
5) Where to find good texts to use… 



How to pick books… 
Based on the S/M/F vocabulary 
areas: 

Family 

Toys 

Food 

Transport 

Home 

Animals 

The world around us 

Body and face 

Clothing 

How you can sneak books into the 
curriculum… 

Halloween 

Christmas 

Earth Day 

Global Read Aloud 

Transition times

Class covering (one off lessons) 

Check out a 
book’s lexile 
measure to 
check suitability. 
A rough guide 
would be: 

Starters <520
Movers 520<700
Flyers 700<800 

https://hub.lexile.com/find-a-book/


Starters book - The Smartest Giant in Town - Julia Donaldson

45 minute lesson plan

- Story sack 
- Story 
- Retelling in groups/pairs 

Follow ups- 

Song, Written activities (TPT / TES)

 LM - 520*



Movers book - Supertato by Sue Hendra
45 minute session

- Vocabulary games in teams
- Story 
- Make a Supertato out of a potato 

A longer project…

- Create their own retellings/ versions.

LM- 550 



Flyers book - The Adventures of Captain Underpants by Dav 
Pilkey  

Longer project… 

- Each chapter is around 4 pages, easy to fit into the 
last 10 mins of a lesson. 

- Chapter 3 introduces the comic book that the boys 
create. 

- Students to create their own comic book page.
- ICT link - Storyboard that (free 14 day trial)

LM-720

https://www.storyboardthat.com/


A poem… to give your brain a break… 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y3mYPD7BK-I


Group time 

Split into groups based on whether you want to look primarily at starters, movers 
or flyers.  

Look at the books I have given in pairs/individually. 

Come up with activities or ideas of how you could use them in class. 



Feedback



What to do with no book 
budget… 
Vooks 

Epic! 

Storyline online & CBeebies

https://watch.vooks.com/?_gl=1*11hdij4*_gcl_au*MTI5MTQ2ODMzMS4xNzI4OTg1NDYz*_ga*MTg2NTEyODU3My4xNzI4OTg1NDYz*_ga_STXWZEK77E*MTczMDcxMjQ4Ni40LjAuMTczMDcxMjQ4Ni42MC4wLjU1NTIzNjgyNA..&_in-l=EWnCTO9tt4AGUgodb0s1728985460787
https://www.getepic.com/app
https://www.youtube.com/@StorylineOnline
https://www.youtube.com/CBeebies


Got a book budget? 

https://www.betterstorybookstore.cz/

https://knihobot.cz/ 

https://www.betterstorybookstore.cz/
https://knihobot.cz/


Books I brought with me: 

For Starters: 
● The Smartest Giant in Town by 

Julia Donaldson*
● Elmer by David McKee 
● A bit Lost by Chris Haughton* 
● One Mole Digging A Hole by Julia 

Donaldson* 
● Going to school by Anne Civardi
● Funnybones by Janet and Alan 

Ahlberg*
● Father Christmas by Raymond 

Briggs*
● Pepper Pig Goes to the Moon and 

Pepper Pig Rainbow by Neville 
Astley and Mark Baker 

For Movers: 
● Supertato by Sue Hendra*
● Narwhal: Unicorn of the Sea by 

Ben Clanton 
● The Book of Nonsense by Michael 

Rosen* 
● Hieronymus Betts and his Unusual 

Pets by M.P. Robertson*
● Old Bear by Jane Hissy* 
● The Book With No Pictures by B.J. 

Novak 
● Kippers New Pet and Kippers 

Birthday party by Mick Inkpen* 
● Sally’s Secret by Shirley Hughes*  
● How Are You Feeling Today? by 

Molly Potter 
● When I’m Big by Debi Gliori 

For Flyers: 
● Tuesday by David Wiesner*
● Freefall by David Wiesner
● Flotsam by David Wiesner
● Short and Spooky by Louise 

Cooper 
● Stone Goblins by David Melling* 
● The Polar Express by Chris Van 

Allsburg
● Curious George by Margret and H. 

A. Rey
● Pants on Fire by Paul Cookson* 
● No Breathing by Michael Rosen*
● How the Grinch Stole Christmas 

by Dr. Seuss
● Lie Detector: Oceans by Simon 

Holland 

* an author who has more books that I would recommend 


